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Dayenu Celebrates Bar
Mitzvah
by Kim Gotlieb
DAYENU - Sydney’s Jewish
GLBT (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender) Group has been
marching in the Mardi Gras
WĂƌĂĚĞ ƐŝŶĐĞ ϮϬϬϬ͕ ƐŽ ƚŚŝƐ ǇĞĂƌ ǁĞ ĂƌĞ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ ŽƵƌ
Bar Mitzvah, with rainbow coloured tallitot and pink
kippot.
I am Kim Gotlieb, the President of Dayenu, and I would
ůŝŬĞƚŽƚĂŬĞƚŚŝƐŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇƚŽƌĞŇĞĐƚŽŶƚŚĞƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ
ŽĨ ďĞŝŶŐ ƉĂƌƚ ŽĨ Ă ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ ǁŚŝĐŚ ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞƐ
diversity, and welcomes people with a range of sexual
ŽƌŝĞŶƚĂƟŽŶƐ͘/ǁŝůůƵƐĞƚŚĞƚĞƌŵ͞ŐĂǇ͕͟ĨŽƌĐŽŶǀĞŶŝĞŶĐĞ͕
ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚŵĞĂŶŝŶŐƚŽŽīĞŶĚƚŚŽƐĞǁŝƚŚŵŽƌĞƉŽůŝƟĐĂůůǇͲ
inspired views of inclusion.
I want to invite you to consider the meaning of Tikkun
KůĂŵͲƌĞƉĂŝƌŽĨƚŚĞǁŽƌůĚ͕ĂƐŝƚƌĞůĂƚĞƐƚŽŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚ'>dĨŽůŬ͘

Is it enough, to have a tacit acceptance? Are we each
ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚƚŽŵĂŬĞƐƚĞƉƐƚŽƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ͞ƚŚĞŽƚŚĞƌ͍͟DĂŶǇ
gay congregants have no family in this town. Personally, I
had to leave my country of origin, New Zealand, in order
ƚŽĮŶĚĂŵŽƌĞŐĂǇͲĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇƚŽůŝǀĞŝŶ͘DĂŶǇ
have simply found that they have become estranged
ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŝƌďŝƌƚŚĨĂŵŝůǇ͘/ŶŐĂǇĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕ǁĞƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐƚĂůŬ
ĂďŽƵƚŽƵƌďŝŽůŽŐŝĐĂůĨĂŵŝůǇ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶŽƵƌ͞ůŽŐŝĐĂů͟ĨĂŵŝůǇ
ͲŵĞĂŶŝŶŐƚŚŽƐĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐǁĞĚĞǀĞůŽƉĂůŽŶŐƚŚĞǁĂǇ͕
who can truly celebrate who we are, the lives we live, the
stories we have to tell.
Youth culture has developed a slang use of the word
gay, to refer to anything which is somewhat less than or
ĚĞƌŽŐĂƚŽƌǇ͘͞,ŽǁŐĂǇ͊͟DĂŶǇ͕ďŽƚŚŐĂǇĂŶĚƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ͕ĚŽ
not see this phrase as being at all related to homophobia.
But I remain troubled by its usage. Linking the word gay
to something less than, is an historic slight against my
ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͕ĂŶĚƚŚŽƵŐŚ/ŵĂǇŶŽƚƐĂǇŝƚ͕ŝƚŚƵƌƚƐ͘͘͘͘ĂŶĚ/ƚŚŝŶŬ
it hurts many, and keeps them from speaking out.
14

tĞ Ăůů ŚĂǀĞ Ă ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ ƚŽ ĂĐƚ ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ ŝŶũƵƐƟĐĞ͕
unfairness, lack of equity, lack of voice and a diminished
sense of place.
/Ŷ ƚŚĞ ƐƉŝƌŝƚ ŽĨ ͞ǁĞůĐŽŵŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌ͕͟ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŝƐ ƚŚĞ
ƉŚƌĂƐĞŵŽƐƚŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚŝŶƚŚĞƚŽƌĂŚ͕/ŝŶǀŝƚĞĞĂĐŚŽĨƵƐ͕
to step out and make links with those whose lifestyle
ĐŚŽŝĐĞƐŵĂǇĚŝīĞƌĨƌŽŵŽƵƌŽǁŶ͘dĂŬĞĂůĞĂƉƚŽŝŶǀŝƚĞĂ
gay man or lesbian to your home for Shabbat or Yomtov
;ĨĞƐƟǀĂůƐͿ͘ DĂǇďĞ ŝƚ ŝƐ ƟŵĞ ƚŽ ƚĂŬĞ ƚŚĞ ƌŝƐŬ ŽĨ ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ
about gay issues with someone you suspect is gay, to let
ƚŚĞŵŬŶŽǁŝƚŝƐ͞ƐĂĨĞ͟ĨŽƌƚŚĞŵƚŽĐŽŵĞŽƵƚƚŽǇŽƵ͘dŚŝƐ
is especially true if the person is your son or daughter.
zEhŝƐƚŽƚĂůůǇĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĚƚŽŵĂƌĐŚŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞƉĂƌĂĚĞ͕
ƉĂƌƚůǇďĞĐĂƵƐĞŝƚŝƐĨƵŶ͊ƵƚŵŽƌĞŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ǁĞǁĂŶƚ
ƚŽ ďĞ ƐƵƌĞ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶ ĂďŽƵƚ '>d ŵĂƩĞƌƐ Ͳ
ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ ĂďŽƵƚ ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ͕ ŵĂƩĞƌƐ ŽĨ ŝŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶ͕ Śŝǀ͕
and youth suicide should be relevant agendas for all of
us. Talk with your friends, tell people where you stand.
dŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͕ǁĞĂƌĞŝŶǀŝƟŶŐŽƵƌĨƌŝĞŶĚƐĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌƐƚŽ
march with us. Email: parade@dayenu.org.au for further
details.

Jewish life revolves so much around lifecycle events ŝƌƚŚ͕ Ăƌ DŝƚǌǀĂŚ͕ ŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͕ DĂƌƌŝĂŐĞ͕ WĂƌĞŶƟŶŐ͕
Death, which gay people are rarely involved in.
ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂŶƚƐŶĞĞĚƚŽŵĂŬĞĂŶĞīŽƌƚƚŽůĞĂƌŶŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚ
ŐĂǇ ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕ ĂŶĚ ďĞĐŽŵĞ ŵŽƌĞ ƚŚŽƵŐŚƞƵů ĂďŽƵƚ ǁĂǇƐ
of inclusion. The success of your endeavours will show,
because we will see more gay people seeking to be part
of Emanuel, and many will become more outspoken
about gay issues, and our youth will have an engaging
voice in this discussion, which will allow those ready to
come out, to do so with grace and dignity.
tĞǁĂƌŵůǇŝŶǀŝƚĞǇŽƵƚŽĂƩĞŶĚƚŚĞDĂƌĚŝ'ƌĂƐ^ŚĂďďĂƚ
service on Friday March 1, the day before we proudly
march up Oxford St., knowing that we belong to a gayĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇƐǇŶĂŐŽŐƵĞǁŚŝĐŚĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐƚŽǁĂůŬďĞƐŝĚĞƵƐ͕ŝŶ
addressing issues of inclusion and acceptance. Mazeltov
to all.

