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After a decade of association with
Sydney’s Jewish gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender and intersex group,
former president Roy Freeman
looks back on the last 10 years as he
sets off for a new life in Israel.

A

S I pack my belongings to make
aliyah at the end of this month,
I can’t help but look back at my
move to Sydney just over a
decade ago. When I moved here
from London in 2001, I was still mostly in
the closet. I was out to some of my friends,
but had not told my parents I was gay. I
knew back then that I wasn’t ready to tell
them and that they weren’t ready to hear
it, let alone accept it.
In reality, I led two lives, one with my
partner and friends, and one for my family and job. Moving to Sydney, I knew
nobody here aside from my partner. We
wanted to meet people and I suggested we
try and meet other gay and lesbian Jews. I
had been involved in the Jewish Gay and
Lesbian Group (JGLG) in London, where
I had made some very good friends, so I
searched and found Dayenu. On the night
I arrived, we went to our first Dayenu
event – a farewell party for one of the
group’s organisers who was moving
overseas.
The following Mardi Gras, I marched
with Dayenu’s float in the parade. It was
the third time Dayenu had participated.
What an amazing experience it was! To
this day, I have a photo on my shelf of me
and my partner taken during that parade
and it still puts a smile on face.
After that magical night I marched
every year with Dayenu and was very disappointed in 2006 when no one stepped
up to organise a float. Rather than march
that year, I watched the parade for the first
time, feeling a bit sad that there was no
Jewish contingent. At the start of 2007, a
friend sent an email around looking for
people to help organise a float and I
jumped at the chance.
Together with a group of guys, all
called David, we built a float, designed and
printed T-shirts and proudly marched up
Oxford Street again with around 40 people. It was an amazing feeling to have actually helped organise the float and to see
how many people were willing to come
along and show their support. I have kept
a copy of the article published in The AJN
that year, and I remember how unnerving
I found it at the time to have my name and
face published. I still wasn’t completely at
ease with my sexuality back then,
although I had come out to my parents.

Roy Freeman (right) at last year’s Mardi Gras.

They hadn’t taken the news well, so I sent
them a copy of the article, hoping that
they could understand how proud I was.
It was from there that I started organising regular Dayenu events. At first,
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Shabbat services and dinners at Emanuel
Synagogue, which have filled the hall to
capacity. The number of people joining
us in the parade has grown consistently
each year, now reaching more than 100.

[Dayenu] has shown the wider community that GLBTI Jews exist,
and that we are proud of our religion and our sexuality.
monthly Shabbat dinners that started
small, but over the years grew to 20-25
people each month. We also started to
celebrate the major yamin tovim as a
group, holding annual seders, Chanukah
parties, Rosh Hashanah meals etc. Many
Dayenu members are not native Sydneysiders and do not have any nearby family
to go to for the yamim tovim, so Dayenu
has become their adopted family.
In the years since 2007, we have started
a Dayenu Facebook group and have
attracted more than 200 members, and
our Yahoo mailing list includes over 150
people. We held our first AGM in
October 2010, and have had a series of
very successful annual Mardi Gras

Dayenu has become more visible, both
in the GLBTI (gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and intersex) community and
within the Jewish community. Since it
began in 2000, it has shown the wider
community that GLBTI Jews exist, and
that we are proud of our religion and our
sexuality. We have also worked hard to
better integrate GLBTI Jews into the wider
Jewish community, and make it a more
accepting and welcoming place for us.
At this month’s Mardi Gras dinner, I
was incredibly touched by the number of
people who told me how Dayenu had
been instrumental in their coming out.
Meeting other GLBTI Jews gave them the
strength to accept their sexuality, to come

MEDIA WEEK
Beam up Scotty
DEAKIN University lecturer Scott Burchill
suggested on ABC TV News Breakfast
(13/03) that US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton’s condemnation of the
Syrian government’s violence against its
own people should also apply to Israeli
attacks on Gaza.
“That’s the argument, of course, that
people defending the Palestinian position
have used for years. Is that you can’t compare someone under occupation, resisting that occupation, with the full force of
the Israeli military forces. Well, she used
that argument against the Syrian government because the Russians don’t want to
play ball and are not going to pass the
Security Council Resolution authorising

force, or putting further pressure on the
Syrian government.”
What Clinton understands, unlike
Burchill, is that Syria’s Bashar Assad is
massacring his own people. This is very
different to Israel defending its citizens
from rockets fired at Israeli cities from
Hamas-controlled Gaza – which is not in
fact under occupation as Burchill
claimed – as part of a strategy of terror
that ultimately seeks the Jewish State’s
destruction.

Twisted history
A TALKING heads panel on ABC Radio
National’s Rear Vision (18/03) looking
at “A Special Relationship: The United
States and Israel” featured the views of

out to their family and friends and to live
the life that they wanted to live. It takes
considerable strength to come out to
family when you know that they may be
shocked by the news. It is well documented how rejection by family can have
a devastating effect on young gay and lesbian people: tragically, some attempt suicide. It can take years for some families to
accept their son or daughter’s sexuality,
but thankfully most families, like mine,
eventually realise that our lives and relationships can be equally as rewarding as
heterosexual ones.
Dayenu has inspired me so much and
I have met so many amazing and inspiring people. Many Dayenu members have
shared their incredible stories with me;
stories which all too often include rejection, hardship and abuse. Many explained
how Dayenu brought hope and strength
to their lives.
So it is with a heavy heart that I now
step down as president of Dayenu as part
of my move to Israel. I am hopeful that
others will step forward to ensure that
Dayenu continues to be a beacon of hope
for GLBTI Jews.

ALLON LEE
John Mearsheimer. The US academic,
who has been accused of anti-Semitism
for claiming that America’s Middle East
policy is hostage to the money and
votes of the Israel lobby, argued that
Iran wanted “in the 1990s and even in
the 2000s … to improve relations with
the United States”.
But according to Mearsheimer’s version of history, “after the collapse of the
Soviet Union”, Israel sought to make
“Iran the bogeyman for the United
States and for Israel in the Middle
East”, because the “Israelis understood
that in the absence of the Soviet Union,
there was no strategic room for a special relationship. So what was needed
was to create a threat.”

Israeli academic Eytan Gilboa disagreed, noting how “in 1978–79, Iran
declared war on the United States,
defined the United States as the big
Satan” and “wants to export its brand of
extreme Islamist revolution to the entire
Middle East. … This is why a combination
of nuclear Iran with the extremist ideology ... is very dangerous, and this is why
there is almost a unanimous agreement
in the world that Iran should be prevented from acquiring nuclear weapons.”

Warning bells
INTERNATIONAL terror finance expert Avi
Jorisch warned in The Australian
(15/03) of the significant trade between
Iran and Chinese company Huawei

Technologies, which is seeking to
advance its investments in Australia
where it currently employs 800 staff and
has “reported revenue of $171 million”.
“Unfortunately, in the recent past, this
Asian giant has played a key role in helping the Iranian government, the world's
most dangerous state sponsor of terror,
to monitor, track, and kill those who
oppose it. The Australian government
should consider forcing Huawei and other
Asian companies to make a choice:
trade with Iran or trade with Australia, but
they cannot do both,” Jorisch wrote.

