EDITORIAL&LETTERS
Friday, April 30, 2010

The Australian Jewish News – ajn.com.au

writers, and therefore to the public.
Just like Phillips, I started out a
sceptic, but was thoroughly convinced by the time I was halfway
through the Worlds in Collision that
every miracle happened exactly as
described, starting with the plagues,
through the parting of the sea, and
the pillar of smoke and pillar of fire
and even the manna and quails.
Of course, a lot depends on how
one
defines
the
word
miracle. Velikovsky claims the events
were caused by a naturally, though
extremely rarely, occurring set of
phenomena, namely the result of the
birth and near approach to earth of
Venus. The miracle was that they
occurred just at that time, to enable
the exodus of our ancestors.
I have always understood that in
our religion we are permitted to
question anything as long as we performed the mitzvot. True believers
will instruct that we need to take it all
and accept it all on faith.
I was not that lucky after the
Holocaust, but Velikovsky – may his
memory be blessed – guided me back
to what is our inheritence, our
treasure, our rock.

KRON’S VIEW

education (surely a tautology – I’m
sure you wont find many atheists in a
yeshivah). However, it is not education based on rational and free
enquiry and solid verifiable evidence.
This type of education points in the
opposite direction.
DAVID MILECKI

Camberwell, Vic

Ensuring gen Y is not
lost to community
LIAM Getreu (AJN 23/04) discusses a
necessary change in Jewish culture
and education, and believes that
current formal Jewish education
methods are the reason for a disconcerting “youth black hole”. While his
depiction of the “Jew-ed out” gen Y is
somewhat accurate, he misrepresents
the educational programs in some
Jewish schools today.
I graduated from Mount Scopus
Memorial College in 2008 and need
to inform Getreu and readers that a
revolution in Jewish education is well
underway. I was offered an engaging,
nourishing and inspiring formal
Jewish education taught by some of
the community’s most highly
respected educators. I was also lucky
enough to participate in informal
Jewish experiences with charismatic
educators and a “Merkaz” – a centre
for all students to chat about Israel
and Judaism on comfy couches.
These programs include camps
and seminars, such as the Year 11
Conference, a three-day event that
brings various successful Jewish
figures to discuss contemporary
issues such as homosexuality, art and
medicine, and their interaction with
Jewish life. Early morning tefillah
with a barbecue brekkie is a success,
and Friday night services attract a
large number of students who come
to sing and pray, voluntarily. These
opportunities have helped to shape
the Jewish identity of a new generation of Scopus collegians.
But Getreu makes a valid point.
Two years out of school and the
absence of daily reminders, events
and celebrated chagim has left me in
the dark. How can we continue the
presence of organised informal
Jewish education that extends beyond
graduation?
TIMNA JACKS

Elsternwick, Vic

Lipski is right on
Holocaust education
THE torrent of letters against Sam
Lipski on the issue of the teaching of
the Holocaust, ranging from the harmonious tandem of communal
leaders, Peter Wertheim and Vic
Alhadef (AJN 16/04) engaged in convenient extrapolations, to partly misplaced
assumptions
(Morry
Sztainbok, AJN 23/04) and complete
misreading of Lipski’s position by Uri
Butnaru (AJN 23/04), prompts a
wider debate regarding the complexity of structure and methodology
in the educational dissemination of,
perhaps, the most complex historical
and ethical topic in the school curriculum. It is as if all of the above
commentators
were
enraged
by certain terms used by Lipski,
rather than engaged in comprehending Lipski’s substantively
cohesive critical presentation.
Lipski is correct in having serious
doubts that without a complex historical, deterministic structure,
where all periodic cornerstones are
substantially known and understood
by teachers, the underlining
racial prejudice of all anti-Semitic
horrors, including, of course, the
Shoah, cannot possibly be suitably
explained and understood by nonJewish students.
And yes, there is a major distinction between Jewish and nonJewish students in regards to the
nature, contents and meanings of the
compulsory exposure to the Shoah. It
is consistent with how we model our
communal leaders.
OTTO WALDMANN

Bondi Junction, NSW

Praise for JCCV over
gay reference group
CONGRATULATIONS on the
recent article “JCCV Group Focuses
on Mental Health” (AJN 16/04) and
to the Jewish Community Council of
Victoria (JCCV) for establishing a
GLBT – gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender – reference group.
I particularly commend the article
for noting the key impact of social
factors, such as bullying, discrimination and social isolation, on mental
health. Australian and international

research
shows
that
the
disproportionately negative health
outcomes of people who are same-sex
attracted, gender-questioning and/or
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender or intersex are clearly
associated with experience of
exclusion and discrimination.
Unfortunately, we know that homophobia and transphobia exist within
Jewish communities, just as within
other communities.
Roy Freeman from Dayenu
referred to the National LGBT Health
Alliance in the article. The alliance is a
new peak body for organisations and
individuals across Australia, working
to improve the health and
wellbeing of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, intersex and other sexuality, sex and gender-diverse people
(www.lgbthealth.org.au).
The alliance welcomes the establishment of a JCCV GLBT reference
group and the partnership approach
taken, with sexuality, sex and genderdiverse people at its core. The maxim
“not about us without us” is not only
a principle of social justice, but also
crucial to ensuring that work done is
actually effective.
We wish the JCCV well in this
work and look forward to seeing the
good intentions translated into
effective actions to raise awareness of
the issues and to increase inclusion
and combat homophobia and transphobia among all sectors of the
diverse Jewish community.
GABI ROSENSTREICH

Executive director, National
LGBT Health Alliance

Evidence in support
of the exodus
GRAHAM Phillips claims to have
thoroughly researched the exodus era
for his book, The Moses Legacy, as
reported by Zeddy Lawrence (AJN
26/03), but he has failed to quote or
make reference to Immanuel
Velikovsky’s seminal work, Worlds in
Collision. This is like having a seder
without mentioning the exodus.
Velikovsky was a multifaceted,
highly accredited scholar in Judaism,
archaeology and geology, to mention
only some of his expertise.
I would be very sorry to think that
his exhaustive knowledge has been
lost to modern researchers and

ADRIENNE SCHWARTZ

Darling Point, NSW

Recognising the
efforts of Lamdeni
I AM writing a quick letter to
commend the Lamdeni Hebrew
School in Melbourne on its continuing great work.
The Purim Carnival was flawless
and enormous; and balanced fun
with learning and faith beautifully.
The model seders had my children
excited to lead our home seders.
And Yom Ha’aztmaut had my
kids coming home genuinely interested to discuss topics like the Kotel
and Israeli flag.
My eldest daughter and two sons
will be participating at the upcoming
Lag b’Omer festival, which I know
will be haimish, warm and
menschdik!
Thanks to everyone who continues to work tirelessly on this most
critical of missions.
JONATHAN SCHAUDER

Carnegie, Vic

The rise of the far
right in Hungary
THE Jobbik party is as dangerous for
Jews and gypsies in Hungary as the
murderous Nyilas party was in 1944.
Jobbik uses the same uniforms.
They put the black feathers of
roosters on their hats.
This was the symbol of csendor
(the force), which forced the Jews and
gypsies into cattle-wagons and sent
them to the death factories, from
country areas.
How must the Hungarian Jews
feel, as they see those terrible symbols,
which were once responsible for
killing their loved ones?
There is only one difference
between those days and today. We
Jews have our own country. If the situation is getting worse in Hungary,
Israel is open for aliyah.
IVAN SINGER

Castle Cove, NSW

Corrections
THE singer at the TBI Friendship Club’s
upcoming birthday celebrations is
Emily Xiao Wang, not Emily Xiao, as
reported in last week’s AJN (23/04).

21

MEDIA WEEK
JAMIE HYAMS

Tokenism?
PAST Jewish panellists on the ABC TV
program Q&A have been from
outside the mainstream Jewish community, and far more likely to criticise
Israel than to support it. However, on
April 19 the program featured
Shimrit Nothman, an Israeli who has
worked in Israeli advocacy and is
now living in Sydney. Surprisingly,
though, the episode featured no
questions about Israel or the Middle
East. Nothman was left to suggest, in
a discussion about Australian immigration levels, that Australia could
learn a lot from Israel.

Typical UN
ON the ABC Radio program PM,
(22/04) Mark Colvin interviewed
Robert Dann, chief of the regional
affairs unit at the Office of the United
Nations Special Coordinator for the
Middle East Peace Process. Dann
expressed optimism that a two-state
solution could be achieved in two
years because “certainly on the
Palestinian side, we have seen the
emergence of a Palestinian Authority
(PA) that is beginning to deliver on
its side of the bargain, and I think if
Israel can match that – both on the
ground and in talks – then I would
have, let’s say, hope and some
expectation that fundamental
progress could be achieved.” It is
true that, as Dann said, the PA is
starting to make progress on the
economy and security. However, it
still refuses to recognise Israel as a
Jewish state, continues to incite its
people to hatred against Israel and
refuses to even talk to Israel’s government. Yet this UN officer believes
the PA is ready for peace and all it
will take is for Israel to “match”
them.

Syria’s problems
BRETT Stephens, in The Australian
(22/04), wrote about Syria’s trafficking of Scud rockets to Hezbollah.
He noted, “It is no secret that since
Israel’s 2006 war with Hezbollah,
Syria has helped to rearm its
Lebanese ally with as many as
50,000 rockets and missiles, many
of them hidden – at the unwitting
recommendation of last year’s
Goldstone Report – in homes, hospitals and schools. But the transfer
of Scuds, which can be tipped with
chemical or biological weapons,
poses a threat to Israel of a different
order of magnitude.” He discussed
the possible reasons and consequences of Syria’s actions, and concluded, “And that raises a final
question: what does the Obama
Administration do? So far, it hasn’t
helped matters by giving the
impression of a clear wedge between
Israel and the US. Nor has the
Administration’s assiduous courtship
of Damascus done anything other
than embolden Bashar al-Assad’s
taste for adventure. Is President
Obama capable of learning from his
Mid-East failures so far?”

Well put
MUCH of the media coverage about
Israel building 1600 houses in East
Jerusalem has inaccurately and
emotively made it sound like the
houses are to go in Arab neighbourhoods. They should adopt the
concise and accurate formulation
used by Charles Levinson who, in a
Wall Street Journal article reprinted
in The Australian (22/04), simply
referred to “building in Jewish areas
of East Jerusalem”..
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