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Community to have its say
NAOMI LEVIN

THE biggest survey to be conducted
in the Australian Jewish community
kicked off this week, with registrations
now open for the web-based study.

After three years of hard work,
15,000 letters were posted asking
people to register for the survey. All
Jewish Australians are encouraged to
participate, even if they do not receive
a registration letter, and it is hoped that
more than 5000 people will respond.

The survey has a dual purpose: to
assist with community planning and
to serve as an academic study of Aus-
tralia’s 100,000-strong Jewish com-
munity. It has been funded by a
number of the community’s leading
philanthropists, as well as the Aus-
tralian Research Council, and is
strongly supported by the Jewish
Communal Appeal (JCA) in New
South Wales, Victoria’s Jewish Care
and Monash University.

Professor Andrew Markus, from
Monash University’s Australian
Centre for Jewish Civilisation, analo-
gised the purpose of the community-
wide survey.

“It is like you’ve got an object and
you want to look at it from all dif-
ferent perspectives and angles, and
maybe the more that you look at it,
the better you understand it,” he said.

Despite these types of studies
being conducted regularly in Jewish

communities across the United
States, United Kingdom and South
Africa, it is the first time such a survey
has been conducted in Australia.

“It may be that compared to other
countries, our tertiary presence has
been seriously lacking in Australia,”
Prof Markus speculated. “What we
are doing at Monash now is starting
to develop a capacity to do ongoing
social research. There was no organi-
sation like that before.”

The survey has a dual
purpose: to assist with
community planning and
to serve as an academic
study of Australia’s
100,000-strong Jewish
community.

The last time a community survey
was conducted in Melbourne was in
1991. In Sydney, the JCA surveys reg-
ularly, but in this case, it is more of an
attitudinal study.

“At the moment, when we consider
future planning needs we analyse
demographics. For example, how
many people of a certain age will need
a particular service,” said Jillian Segal,
JCA planning committee chairperson.
“But that is just raw data of how many
people in a certain demographic are in

a certain category; whereas, we believe
this [survey] will give us attitudinal
information.”

Segal said she hoped respondents
would use the survey to express their
particular needs and opinions about
the community services they required.

In Melbourne on Monday, volun-
teers at the Jewish Museum of Aus-
tralia were recruited as survey
ambassadors and briefed by long-
time community contributor Miriam
Munz on the importance of achieving
a large sample size. They were also
told to encourage as many Australian
Jews as possible, over the age of 18, to
complete the survey.

Munz said the completed survey
would present a legacy to future gen-
erations and a snapshot of Jewish
Australia in 2008. She added that it
would reflect the community’s atti-
tudes towards Jewish education,
involvement with Israel, and current
strengths and future challenges.

Segal said the survey was an
opportunity for people to have their
say, and asked Jewish Australians to
“help us gain a better understanding
of our community”.

If you would like to register
for the survey, email

jsurvey@arts.monash.edu.au
or phone 1300 880 371.
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Sydney family fills in the Jewish community survey… (from left) Gabi, Robyn and Malcolm Fransman.

ATO’s slice of challah
PETER KOHN

IT could soon cost more to add a
challah or two to the Shabbat and yom
tov dinner table, if the tax people have
their way.

With a measure of crust, the
Australian Taxation Office (ATO) has
withdrawn a private ruling exempting
Glick’s and other bakeries from paying
the 10 per cent Goods and Services Tax
(GST) on challah.

The AJN believes the change affects
all bakery businesses that had private
rulings from the ATO on challah.

Glick’s is considering a legal
challenge in the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal or in the Federal Court to pro-
tect its GST-free arrangements for the
Friday night loaf, which it bakes and
sells over the counter through its own
stores and supermarkets.

The ATO considers bread baked with
eggs in the batter – the traditional
challah recipe – subject to the GST
because it is a form of cake. When the
tax commenced in 2000, Glick’s
changed its recipe to secure a private
ruling from the ATO that made its
challah GST-free.

But Coles supermarket, which retails
Glicks’ challahs, protested to the ATO,
because it was not covered by the ruling
and has to pay the GST on challahs.

Nathan Glick, general manager of
Glick’s, received a letter from the ATO on
September 5 giving notice that to end
the anomaly, it will have to pay the GST.

The ATO contacted Glick’s shortly
after a dispute developed between the
bakery’s accountant Selwyn Greenberg
and a Coles representative, who said
Glick’s should be charging the GST.

Greenberg said the ATO official told
him challah was taxable as it “visually
resembles” brioche, which is taxable.

But Greenberg said the ATO had pre-
viously relied on ingredients, rather than
appearance, and the change of defini-
tion was unwarranted.

“You find challah in the bread area
at Coles, so why would you think it’s a
cake?” he asked.

It is a view shared by Glick, who is
seeking legal advice. “We’ve received a
letter saying we’ve got four weeks to
change it and we’re fighting it in court.
“We think there’s a good case”, he said,
referring to the change as a “joke” that
“we’re going to fight”.

An ATO spokesperson told The AJN
the tax office was prohibited by law
from commenting on individual cases. A
Coles spokesperson declined to
comment.

Study: younger Australians wary of Israel
PETER KOHN

YOUNGER Australians have a signifi-
cantly less favourable opinion of Israel’s
role in world affairs than their older
counterparts, a study has found.

The Roy Morgan International
Research survey commissioned by
AsiaLink – a non-academic centre linked
to the University of Melbourne –
included a wide range of questions on
how Australians and Asians saw other
countries and whether they viewed
these nations as international
“troublemakers”.

Quizzing sample groups in Australia
and in several Asian countries, the
survey found that one in five Australians
ranked Indonesia first on a list of “trou-
blemakers” and the United States sixth;
whereas, Indonesians ranked the US
first and Australia sixth.

The survey found that about 16 per
cent of Australian respondents under
the age of 35 viewed Israel as “a country
of concern”, while only about eight per

cent of respondents aged 35 and older
held that view.

Similarly, around 30 per cent of
under-35s identified the US as a global
threat, while a considerably smaller pro-
portion – less than 20 per cent – of
those aged 35 and above, shared that
opinion.

The survey also asked Australian
respondents to select one or more
groups of people who they believed were
responsible for world terrorism. Seven-
teen per cent chose “Jews” and 28 per
cent ticked “the Israelis”. But 32 per
cent selected “the Arabs” and 47 per
cent chose “Muslims”.

Asked which conflicts they saw as
“the most serious problem facing the
world in the next 10 years”, seven per
cent of Australians chose “Jews versus
Muslims”, 12 per cent selected “Pales-
tine versus Israel” and 24 per cent
ticked “Christianity versus Islam”.

Australia/Israel & Jewish Affairs
Council executive director Dr Colin
Rubenstein said he was not acutely con-

cerned over the percentage of under-
35s expressing wariness about Israel.

“Although obviously we’d like to see it
lower – if not zero – there’s also no need
to be alarmist about it.”

Dr Rubenstein said the poll demon-
strated that more young Australians
were concerned about Indonesia, China,
Iran and North Korea than Israel. And
more, he said, had higher levels of angst
about Pakistan, Russia and Saudi
Arabia than they did about Israel.

Dr Mark Baker, director of Monash
University’s Australian Centre for Jewish
Civilisation, said the centrality of the
Arab-Israeli schism to young people’s
notions of global conflict explained the
findings.

“The vocabulary of the clash of civil-
isations has become internalised by
young Australians, yet the majority see
America as part of the problem – not
just Arabs and Islam. The Arab-Israel
conflict figures at the centre of this clash
and, therefore, records highly as a
trouble spot for terrorism.”

First same-sex
ceremony in shul
JOCELYN ROBUCK

THE first Australian couple to have a
same-sex commitment ceremony in a
synagogue will make history on Sep-
tember 21 at Emanuel Synagogue in
Woollahra.

Scott Whitmont, 47, and Christo-
pher Whitmont-Stein, 38, will have
the shul’s Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins offi-
ciate in a ceremony designed to
recognise – in a Jewish framework –
the relationship of the couple, who
are strongly committed to Judaism.

Also co-officiating will be Emanuel
Synagogue’s Rabbi Jacqueline Ninio
and Rabbi Paul Jacobson. The couple
is expecting about 100 guests.

Scott and Christopher said, “We
are delighted to now be able to have
our union formally recognised by our
kehillah and officiated by our own
rabbi. We see ourselves the same as
any heterosexual Jewish couple that
wishes to have their relationship offi-
cially recognised ... we are thrilled that
the Moetza’s decision has enabled us
to make ourselves ‘kosher’, as it were.”

Jewish gay-lesbian group Dayenu
hosted a Shabbat dinner last Friday in
honour of the couple; they will be
called to the Torah at Emanuel Syna-
gogue the day before the ceremony.

The commitment ceremony will

include an amended version of the
sheva brachot (seven blessings), with
references to “bride and groom” and
having children omitted.

Rabbi Kamins said, “While we
cannot refer to it as a wedding and the
liturgy is different, elements of a wed-
ding have been adapted for the cere-
mony. The couple will stand under a
chuppah, exchange rings, and read a
ketubah [wedding contract].”

In May 2007, the Council of Pro-
gressive Rabbis of Asia, Australia and
New Zealand (the Moetzah) passed a
resolution to enable its rabbis to offi-
ciate at same-sex commitment cere-
monies. While the organisation did
not give the ceremonies the same
status as weddings, it was its intention
to provide meaningful recognition of
same-sex relationships.

Following the UPJ decision, Rabbi
Benzion Milecki of South Head
Synagogue wrote in The AJN : “It is
one thing to allow a mitzvah to lapse.
It is quite another to call a serious
transgression a mitzvah.” Several
Orthodox rabbis contacted by The
AJN this week declined to comment.
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“The rabbi, the bobba and the
newlyweds”

Scott Whitmont (left) and Christopher Whitmont-Stein.
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