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A s Jews. Illany of us have 
bePIl Oil the rpceiving end 
"f nVP "yrli1 Y "ppressiofl ill 

the f"llll of i"kps. stereotyping or 
riiscrilllill'lt io" ilv unthinking or 
1II,;1\<nr£' ';(' I'tiles . \I is often said 
tllat iUl tisPlllitislIl cOllles from 
ignor;l1lcP il\)()Ut Jews. The same 
can 1)(' qid for hOTTlophobia with
in tIl" .I ew ish cOllllllunity. If you 
dOll"l this illl<l you d<J not support 
.Iewish kshians and gays. ask 
yoursp!f how Illillly you know and 
liow well von know them. 

StprcotYIl('S for both Jews ilnd 
gays Me conllllon. Think of some 
(If tllp words you have heard asso
ciatect with PilCh: miser. promiscu
ous. flstpntations. immoral. pre
tentious. outlandish, pushy ... and 
so it goes. \\Ip Illust be illtelligent 
pnough to und erstand Ihal these 
stereotypes clo not apply to every 
IwrSOf) . 

AnlisPlnif"s and h01llophol)ps 
id ik e jusl ify th ei r positions. But 
the \)qttolll lille is they hurt peo
ple. I<ilhili HpllZi,))) Milecki CAIN 
I GO/OO) SilyS it is "in" to be gay or 

su pport gav IWoPit' , and refers to 
1110ri"S as "c\qthes that can be dis .. 
careli'd ill favour of the latest fash
inn<" . TIl(" W0111im I love , my life 
pmtlwr. is not;) fashion accesso
ry. T1H~ supPlJrt. of SIll1le within my 
famil)1 hilS taken many years to 
develop. We are w,w closer as a 
family than we have ever been. 
Isn't that what Jewish tradition 
supports and encourilges? 

Silt'ncf' implies consent. The 
su icide ilttf'lTlpt rate lor young les
bians and gily l1l f' n is four to five 
times highe r than in the young 
heterosex ual population (Youth 
Sturlif's Australia. 19!1R). Lesbians 
ilre ~ix tim es more likely to be 
phvsicilllv ilssillllted than othe r 
\\Iom"ll '"ld gilV men are fOllr 
lim'''' Jllf"' P like ly tn Iw physicilily 
i1ssil lrlte<l Illi\11 other men (NSW 
p"li'(' ,<:" , v if'l ·. III<)S); this 
il1,: lur\ps kwish gays and les
hi;ms . 

Ii,, \\, "")I' V of li S ilrp still (lut .. 
r;'gf'd hy IIJI' s il<'I1('e Ilf (;ennill1s. 
1I'1JH!'1 ri;l1 ls ;lI ld I'olps during the 
11,,11 )( iIlISl '.' II,,\\, ('""Id th ey silent
ly Cl l)lCI)l with Ihis l1lassi ve viola
t ion "f 111 1111 il 11 right s? Many of 
I II PSI' ppople justified Iheir 
silpl1(f'. Ilow IIlimy of us in this 
,'nmlll!1l1il V will jusWy ours? The 
s(a lf' 111;) V i),! rlifferellt. The year 
111il y he rliffpJ('nt. But the disre
spect illHI disdain for peopl e who 
d" 11,,1 (''lllf"rm 10 a partil'ular cul
Illr;d or l'f'ligi(1l1s id e;" is tilE' S;1Ill e. 
The Ill1ilITE'ptahlf' ratiollalisations 
',rl' 11lf' Sill1J e . MilllY gily illlt! IPs
hiilll .I(' \\'s ; '1' (' ilt worst, shunlled. 
','l llld"nll1('rI ;l1lrl ;JlJl1sed . alHI ilt 
1)(,5 t. mislllld e rst(\()<I. piti,'d ami 
I,rilv ,·d .. f",·. 

!< ;l hhi MiI('cki <ll so says Illilt "it 
i, dilrin"1 to \\'rill' criticall y "f all 
jS~lIl' ",hich "!,,,Iitical correc t .. 
111'SS" -- IIIP i<l,,1 of new-clge gurus 
.-- <1(''''''11(\5 s ilence". AltlHllH{h 1 
d"n'l p('rS(l l1 <l llv know any new
:'ge !i 1l"I S. I (' illl confidently say 
th,,1 IlIilnv !'pop l. , in this commu
nilv \\,:\11110 rai s(' Ihis issue . hring 
it III lighl :\I1d welcome open dis
'· 'I ssi'1I1. (I('arly, (IS we hav" seen 
ill rp"(, 1l1 issll"s of t 1)(' A.lN t Iwrl' 
; ,y<' 111"n' I ra dii iOllal groups I rylng 
III ~i!f'l)( ' (' 'h I' dialogue. 

H,"")is M!)she (;utnick. Milecki 

and others say homosexuality is 
immoral and equate it with all 
sorts 01 ev il behaviour. II it is 
immoral to love , respect and cher
ish another human being, then I 
wond er at the teachings of some 
who call themselves leaders in 
this COIll III unity. And I wonder at 
thos e who follow. Wanting love, 
respect and fulfilm ent in a rela
tionship is not res tricted to the 
het erosexllil l majority. 

It is hard enollgh to find a rela
tionship that is truly based on 
respec t , dee p love and support. II 
you arp lucky enough to lind this, 
I he li eve it is a blessing. To then 
have 10 contend with those deni
l!rating and negating thaI relation
shi'p is unforgivable and c rueL Is 
this what we wallt to encourage in 
our leaders and community m em
bers? 

If you lVont to lI1a/<c enemies, fry 
tf) chanf!,e somethinf!, - WooQrow 
Wilson. \ 

have not one iota of concern 
about women being together. If, 
however, they are taking what 
Leviticus says about men and 
applying that to women as well , 
then they themselves are inter
preting the Torah. This inconsis
tency and hypocrisy is unaccept
able and is doing tangible damage 
to innocent and lovin g Reform , 
Conservative and Orthodox mem
bers of this community. 

If rabbis choose to interpret the 
Torah , then I believe this inter
preting should be applied to 
include lesbians and gay men, as 
it has been to deaf people and 
those with disabilities . Not a sim
ple solution, but one that could 
begin with open discussion and 
compassion. 

The important thing is never to 
stop questioning Albert 
Einstein. 

The Jewish religion and tradi
tion prides itself on being family-

observance of kashrut, Shabbat 
and some commandments, none 
01 which are spoke n about with 
such vehemence as this. But 
don't take my word for it or any
one else's, for that matter. There 
is a limit to what can be incluclecl 
in a bri ef articl e, so I encourage 
people to educate the msel ves, ask 
questions, read up , a ttend 
d e bates. 

W h en the Dayenu gro np 
carne together in 
November last year. there 

was a sense of wond e r and exc it e
ment. Many of liS had never met 
before, but most of us kn ew of 
someone who knew someone who 
kn ew us. The links were th e re. 
The shared sense of history was 
there. And h ere we were, sudden
ly faced, not with the dregs of the 
community we had been led to 
believe. but strong, independent. 
successful people, all c loistered 
away in their own lives , isolated 

It is up to u.s to initiate constructive dialogue about this issue and the 
challenge of Torah interpretation. 

Orthodox rabbis have re-inter
preted th e Torah to cease, dis
crimination against those wh,o are 
d ea f iHld have disabilities( We 
laugh uncomfortilhly ilt how this 
could have ever been the case . 
Now we know better. On this issue 
however. some rabbis say "my 
intention is t o promote God's 
teachings as they are written in 
the Torah - one cannot change 
th e Torah to suit oneself". This is 
misleading. And nowhere in the 
Torah does it SilY anything about 
women in re lat.ionshiJi with 
women. If these rabbis ar'\3 com
mitted to t"king the writings 01 
Leviticus literally, they should 

oriented and committed to educa
tion. There are constructive ways 
to approach the Leviticus teach
ings , without denying or changing 
them. 

There have been many sugges
tions over the past decades (and 
weeks) for approaches to this 
dilemma. We can explore, for 
example : the contextual transla
tion of to 'eva, the many teachings 
within Leviticus and its overall 
lessons , the context 01 the times 
within which this line was written, 
the issue of relationship versus 
sex, the concept of God's creation 
01 all people and other issues 
affecting many Jews such as non-

from a true sense of community 
and shared vision. That fir s t meet
ing filled me with such a sense o f 
excitement that I cancelled two 
overseas work trips to help organ
ise and be part of the group. 

Dayenu loosely translates as 
"enough", as many would know. 
For me, Dayenu means we have 
had enough of the ignorance. 
denial , narrown ess and mistreat
ment that has plagued Jewish gays 
and lesbians and their families for 
generations . And it also means it 
would be enough for us if the COlll

munity would embrace our diCIer
ence in the way it has embraced 
other types of difference. 

During the first -ever lesbian and 
gay Shabbat dinner at Shal om 
College on ~'larch 3. several stu
dents peered o ut from th e ir bal
con ies to take a look a t the group 
below. They wanted to see th e 
people causing certain membe rs 
o f this community to vow to pick
et and protest the Shabbat dinner. 
What did they see" A group of 
c1er;mgecl immorill IT' isfit< Th <2\' 
saw in well -dressed prf'l ess inmli 
me!] and women i1Qed be t"'efCn 211 
and fiO. sitting ;)1 chil irs. trans 
fixed. man\' o f them crvin g teill'S 
of joy. liste ni ng In sorrnf)ns ilwl 
song delivered by four rabbis . 

Oppression can rmly sun.:iu' 
through silence - Ca rmen d e 
Monteflores. 

"If you are not part of the solu
tion , you are part o f the problem ." 
You may be familiar with this 
quote. although you might not 
think you're part of the problem 
The problem is silent complicity 
for emotional and physical vio
lence. di scr imina ti c)n and exclu
sioll nf Jewish gays and lesbians . 
One solution is to s pea k out 
against these things . 

Judging frnm the extraord inar v 
!lumber of le tt ers published in thp 
Australian Jelcish .Vell's. manv peo
ple in the communit\· are cleill' ly 
d ec iding tQ lUt the "Uenlw.i.I. of. 
oppression th at h il.s shrouded 
man y for so lon g "nd t o speak out 
for the rights of every pe rson to 
love whom they love. 

Many people wait for the lead
ers in this community to make 
change . Few changes in hi s tory 
have happened that way. How 
grateful are we for the civil rights 
movement in America, where the 
actions of some brave individuals 
began to ripple through their com
munities and beyond until leaders 
reversed the discriminatory laws. 
In Australia. our government pre
vented Aboriginal people and 
women voting until peo pl e began 
to do something at the pers onal 
and comlllunitv levels fir st. 

We cannot wait for change t o 
occur. It is up to llS to sho\\' the 
lead e rs 'Nhere ntlr hearts and 
mind s are until th ey res pond fpr 

the good of the people in the com
mu nity. It is up to 11 5 t o initi.lte 
constructive dialoglJe abnut thi.s 
issu e ilnd th e chilllenge f'f Tnrah 
ill te rpretati nn. I b~~ li eve it is up to 
all m embers in thi s C'Hnmunitv t n 
be wi llin g to lea rn more about th e 
myths anel stereotypes we hil VC; 
been fer! for too lo ng. as well as 
th e cor responcling realities. !\nd 1 
believe it is up to each TTlPmbe r o f 
this communit\' tn ~a\' dm'em! 
Enough. 

• Th e fo/loll'ing resow'ces a re sug
gested' Twice Blessed: nn being 
les bian. gay ancl Jewish. Christie 
T3olka. 1.98.9 Beoc(lTl Press Boslon. 
Setting Th e m St)'iJight: You call do 
.s om ething about bigot ry il 11 (1 

hom o phobia in your life. Belly 
Berson. 1.9.96. Plume Puhlishers. 
Nice Jewish (~irls: i\ I"shiiln 
an th ology. ElJell'n Tnrlo!] Beel<. 
/.982. Th e Crns .<inQ Prpss /'l:PII' 

York: PFLAG.· Pan',,/.' and Friends 
of Lesbians and (~o" s , SUfJr n rt a'lri 
discuss ion. .98.90 -;n I.J. {Jon'.'?'! 

As.socialion. .Ie", i'" Goy 011'1 

Lesbian ( ;rnll /' . .Ifalc0 /m 

Davidow itz. 04 n 441 20g 

• .Ius tine Armstrong is a registp rer! 
rsycholog;sl. UTile/' rInd cnrrnratp 
rrof('s~ ion(// d('('eirl[1mpnt tmi!]pr. 
Sire is a/so () memher of the 
DayeTlu group. 


