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Labor flags
Jewish school
security aid

Good as Golda
JCA Call for action – NEWS 3

JASON FRENKEL

HUNDREDS of Sydneysiders were awed
by New York actress Tovah Feldshuh’s
portrayal of Israeli prime minister
Golda Meir for Jewish Communal
Appeal’s 40th-anniversary gala events.
Feldshuh starred in the title role of
Golda on the Balcony, which became
the longest-running one-woman play on
Broadway.
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Progressives give green light
to gay union ceremonies
PETER KOHN

THE Union for Progressive Judaism’s
(UPJ’s) rabbinical council has voted to
allow rabbis to officiate at same-sex
commitment ceremonies.
In a landmark decision, the Council of Progressive Rabbis of Australia,
New Zealand and Asia (Moetzah)
voted at its May 28-30 meeting in
Adelaide to adopt an American
Reform resolution reached in 2000.
A statement this week from the 17member rabbinical Moetzah said it
“resolves to permit but not require its
rabbis to officiate at same-gender
commitment ceremonies between
two Jews. We commit ourselves to
ongoing discussion of the nature of
such ceremonies.”
Moetzah chair Rabbi Jeffrey
Kamins, who is head rabbi at Sydney’s
Temple Emanuel Woollahra, said the
decision to permit but not require
member rabbis to officiate at gayunion ceremonies was made “because

Temple Emanuel
Woollahra’s
Rabbi Jeffrey
Kamins ... rabbis
will now look at
various US
models for
commitment
ceremonies.

some are not ready to officiate personally and others are not sure if their
communities are ready for them to
officiate”.
He said rabbis will now look at various US models for commitment ceremonies and will make decisions on the
detail of the ceremonies at the next
Moetzah meeting in Hobart in
October.
Jewish gay and lesbian group
Dayenu welcomed the decision, at the
same time calling for tolerance from
the wider community.
“The decision to allow a choice fills
us with hope and pride in the work of
the Moetzah and the Progressive con-

gregations which were consulted in
this decision,” the group said in a statement this week.
“We applaud the Moetzah’s recognition of this, and pray that those
opposed to it will eventually see it as a
complementary institution to that of
marriage.”
The Australasian decision is based
on a seven-year-old Central Conference of American Rabbis resolution,
which stated: “The relationship of a
Jewish same-gender couple is worthy
of affirmation through appropriate
Jewish ritual.”
The local vote came after a series of
forums at UPJ congregations last
month to discuss the issue of samegender commitment ceremonies.
Rabbi Kamins said that while no
gay commitment ceremonies are
scheduled as yet, some couples in Sydney “fit the criteria and have expressed
interest for a Jewish commitment
ceremony”.
CONTINUED ON NEWS 6

LABOR has flagged a plan to provide
funding for security at Jewish schools
in a bid to alleviate the cost of community safety.
In the first major pitch for the Jewish vote in the lead-up to the federal
election, Opposition education
spokesman Stephen Smith told a
community luncheon last week the
ALP would give “special consideration” to safeguarding the 8500 students who attend Jewish schools.
The ALP has also promised to fix
anomalies in the private schools
funding formula that disadvantage
some cash-strapped Jewish schools.
With the cost of protecting 13
schools in Sydney and Melbourne
estimated to be about $4 million
annually, Smith told the AJN Labor
would unveil a detailed plan addressing the “special needs” of Jewish education before voters go to the polls
later this year.
“In terms of the safety and security
needs of Jewish schools, it is clearly
the case that special consideration
needs to be given to these expenses, as
the drain on school communities is
telling,” he said.
The pledge came as the Howard
Government confirmed that its promised review of the socioeconomic status (SES) funding formula will not be
completed until after the election.
The recommendations of that
review would feed into negotiations
for the 2009-12 government funding
agreement with schools, a spokesman
for Education Minister Julie Bishop
said.
Labor’s move on education follows Smith’s visits last month to Jewish schools in Melbourne, including
Mount Scopus, Yeshivah and Adass.
It follows sustained lobbying from
Melbourne Ports MP Michael Danby,
whose bayside electorate is home to

several schools short-changed by the
SES formula, which funds schools
according to the socioeconomic status of its postcode.
Smith said the SES model was
unfair on Jewish schools, which
accepted enrolments from all students regardless of their ability to pay.
“Because of historical factors
determining the location of synagogues, there is often no relationship
between the socioeconomic status of
the area in which a Jewish school is
located and the financial capacity of
parents whose children attend these
schools,” Smith said.

“In terms of the safety
and security needs of
Jewish schools, it is
clearly the case that
special consideration
needs to be given to
these expenses, as the
drain on school
communities is telling.”
STEPHEN SMITH
Opposition education spokesman

“Students attending these schools
are often from large families, which
makes even modest school fees a
financial burden. These factors have
the effect that the SES funding model
does not accurately reflect the on-theground practical outcomes.”
Smith said the details of the Labor
plan to fix the SES model would be
discussed with Jewish school administrators in the coming months and
finalised before the federal election.
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